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FOLLOWING SENT ACTION SECSTATE, MARCH 18, FROM LISBON 
RPTD TO YOU: 

QUOTE CONFIDENTIAL LISBON 1522 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PO 

SUB J : ELECTORAL POSTPONEMENT RUMORED 
REF: LISBON 1422 

1. CITING RELIABLE SOURCES, SOCIALIST EVENING NEWSPAPER REPUBLICA 
CARRIES HEADLINE MARCH 18 ANNOUNCING POSSIBLE DELAY IN ELECTIONS 
UNTIL APRIL 25. PAPER SPECULATES THAT DECISION TO DELAY MADE 
YESTERDAY (MAR. 17), AND CAUSED BY PROBLEMS GOVERNMENT IS HAVING 
OVER QUESTION OF WHICH PARTY ALLOWED TO USE WHAT SYMBOL ON THE 
BALLOT (AS REPORTED REFTEL, FAR-LEFT PARTIES SQUABBLING OVER USE 
OF HAMMER AND SICKLE). ELECTORAL LAW STATES THAT SYMBOLS MAY NOT 
BE SIMILAR. 

2. VITOR ALVES TOLD EMBASSY SOURCE YESTERDAY THAT ANNOUNCEMENT 
OF APPROXIMATELY A TEN-DAY DELAY IN DATE FOR ELECTIONS 
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IMMINENT. REASON GIVEN WAS SAME AS THAT GIVEN BY REPUBLICA. 
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3. NBC CORRESPONDENT TOLD EMBOFF THIS AFTERNOON THAT WHILE 
ON A VISIT TO MINISTRY OF SOCIAL COMMUNICATIONS HE WAS TOLD BY 
MINISTRY OFFICIAL THAT OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT OF DELAY IN 
ELECTIONS WOULD BE MADE SHORTLY. 

4. COMMENT: IT TRUE, DELAY WOULD PUSH BACK ELECTION TO ABOUT 
APRIL 25, FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF 1974 COUP. TECHNICAL REASONS CITED 
BY REPUB LICA AND VICTOR ALVES ARE NOT REALLY CREDIBLE, BUT WE NOT 
PREPARED AT THIS POINT TO SAY THAT ELECTIONS ARE OFF. 

CARLUCCI UNQUOTE. INGERSOLL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, POLITICAL PARTIES, NATIONAL ELECTIONS, TOSEC 751 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 19 MAR 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ElyME 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975STATE061572 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: 0:MTANNER 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750095-0884 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750335/aaaabfqz.tel 

Line Count: 72 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN SS 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 75 LISBON 1422 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ElyME 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 13 JUN 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <13 JUN 2003 by ifshinsr>; APPROVED <28 NOV 2003 by ElyME> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ELECTORAL POSTPONEMENT RUMORED 
TAGS: PINT, PO 
To: RIYADH 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



